Vision & Leadership in 2e Education Symposium

Learn from experienced Bridges faculty how to excite and enrich 2e children, using
strength-based, talent-focused education and advocacy.
The Bridges 2e Center for Research and Professional Development is proud to present its
first online symposium, Vision and Leadership in 2e Education: Advocating for
Strength-Based, Talent-Focused Teaching and Learning. The Symposium will be an exciting
and practical day of learning for parents, educators, and anyone interested in developing
their skills and advocating for 2e students. Attendees will come away with up-to-date
information, new skills, and free resources, as well as engage with experts and one another
to create action plans for the 2e learners in their lives.
- Symposium Price: $99
- District or Small organizations may qualify for a 10% discount. Email
2esymposium@2ecenter.org for more information.
- Buy one ticket and get an additional ticket free

This event will be recorded | This event may be livestreamed

PROGRAM
MAIN STAGE
Strength-Based, Talent-Focused Education for
Twice-Exceptional Learners: The Why, What, and How?
9-10am
Dr. Robin Schader and Dr. Susan Baum
Today’s educational buzz words include “strengths,”
“interests,” “talents,” and “differentiation” when talking about the needs of 2e students. Yet
the terms are rarely put into play when addressing ways to help 2e students grow while
simultaneously ensuring that their areas of challenge are not ignored. Today we will
introduce four types of strength-based talent-focused instruction used at Bridges Academy.

PARENT STRAND
Parent Panel: The Evolution of Advocacy
10:00 to 11:30 a.m.
Panelists: Amy Clark, Juniette Kang’a, Jennifer Larrabee, Jody
Miller, Teresa Nair, Debbie Steinberg Kuntz

Research consistently shows that parent advocacy is essential for twice-exceptional
children’s success. But what does it look like in real-life? Join our distinguished panel of
parents who will share how their advocacy journey began and evolved. They’ll cover the
gamut of activities that formed their own advocacy pathways, including seeking
assessments, establishing a network of support for them and their child, collaborating with
their child’s schools, and identifying education options (public, private, and
homeschooling). Plus, the panelists will share how their experiences have influenced their
own professional and educational choices. This session will provide personal, unique, and
practical insights into the lived reality of parent advocacy for twice-exceptional children.

EDUCATOR STRAND
Deep Dive into Dual Differentiation
10:00 to 11:30 a.m.
Presenters: Dr. Susan Baum, Brooks Luscher, Rashmii
Mahendra

The intricate dance of dual differentiation honors the unique profiles of our
twice-exceptional students within their learning environments and curricular expectations.
Join us to explore the concept of dual differentiation through a series of intricate steps that
support the complexities of planning teaching and learning opportunities for 2e students.
Participants will gain practical experience using the process by applying the steps to a
series of case studies of 2e students of differing ages and with various profiles to support

the development of more powerful and effective teaching experiences, aiming to improve
student achievement.

MAIN STAGE
The Law and 2e!
11:30-12:15pm
Barbara R. Shufro, Esq. and Mark Woodsmall, Esq.

Have you ever wondered if your child has any rights regarding their education? Have you
ever struggled to find out where to go to get legal answers? Do you know the legal
provisions for 2e students? Would you like to know the latest court ruling?
Then this session is for you! Join our legal experts as they answer these and many other
questions to give you a clear understanding of what demands you have a right to make,
what provisions you should be providing, and what questions to ask to ensure the effective
education of your 2e student.

PARENT STRAND
Professional Perspectives: Parent Advocacy Pathways
12:45 to 1:45 p.m.
Panelists: Marcy Dann, Kari Lofing, Julie Skolnick
Our afternoon panel features three professionals each sharing
key considerations for different aspects of parent advocacy
for the twice-exceptional. First, we’ll hear about how to
communicate effectively with schools, providers, and children themselves through the
emotional ups and downs of the journey. Next, we’ll cover ways to use the five
non-negotiable environments for 2e learners to develop your own knowledge of your
child’s strengths and then talk about them with teachers. Then, we’ll talk about ways to
work hand in hand with the school team to include strength-based goals in a student’s plan.
Last, we’ll learn how to talk with legislators and policymakers to make broader scale
change. Wherever you may be in your own advocacy journey, our speakers will inspire you
with specific ideas for your next step.

EDUCATOR STRAND
Voices from the Classroom: Dual Differentiation in Action
12:45-1:45
Panelists: Patryce Harris, Carmen Sevilla, Kyle Wittlin, Mary
McInerney, Amy Faigin

Join our afternoon panel of expert teachers who will be sharing their experiences with
dual-differentiation in the classroom. Each of the featured panelists will share their unique
insights across multiple grade levels and subjects. There will be plenty of opportunities to
ask questions, and the information shared will be used in the breakout sessions to follow

when you will have the opportunity to collaborate and apply this information in a lesson
plan of your own.

PARENT STRAND
Breakout Session: Creating Your Advocacy Gameplan
2:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Panelists: Marcy Dann, Kari Lofing, Julie Skolnick

It’s time to take all the knowledge from the day to create your own personal advocacy
gameplan. Each of our afternoon panelists will facilitate a breakout room session focused
on their area of expertise. During this hands-on working time, you’ll have the opportunity
to develop a SMART goal (specific, measurable, attainable, realistic, time-based) for your
own advocacy journey. By collaborating with fellow attendees and your chosen panelist,
you will walk away from the day with a clear action plan for moving your advocacy forward.

EDUCATOR STRAND
Educator Forum: Transforming a Lesson to
Accommodate the Needs of a 2e Student
2:00 to 3:00 p.m
Panelists: Patryce Harris, Carmen Sevilla, Kyle Wittlin, Mary
McInerney, Amy Faigin, Brooks Luscher, Rashmii Mahendra
With the support of the experts, you will use this session to revise and embellish an existing
lesson plan with your new understanding of dual differentiation. In breakout sessions with
our authors and teacher panelists, you will collaborate, ask questions and design the dance
steps for your unique plan, leaving with a dual differentiated lesson that is ready to execute
when you return to the classroom. Be sure to come with a lesson plan of your choice. We
will provide student case studies and a template to help you refine your existing plan.

MAIN STAGE
Time to Listen: Students Speak Out!
3-4pm
Amy Faigin

We asked current students to talk about what was most helpful for them from their parents
and teachers. Let's hear what they had to say.

